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Ter erkenning van Pieter M. Venter





Hierdie huldigingsbundel word aan professor Pieter Venter opgedra vir sy toegewyde diens aan die Ou-Testamentiese Wetenskap. Professor Venter het in 2012 geëmeriteer. Nadat Pieter Venter die graad BA Honneurs in Semitiese tale (1969) en die graad BD in Teologie (1971 met lof) aan die Universiteit van Pretoria behaal het, skryf hy in 1974 in vir deeltydse studie met die oog op die graad DD. In sy tweede BD-jaar word die Nico Prinsloo prys vir Ou-Testamentiese Wetenskap aan hom toegeken. Hy lê die vereiste DD-eksamens af in die vakgebiede van Ou-Testamentiese Wetenskap, Nuwe-Testamentiese Wetenskap en Godsdienswetenskap (1979). Hy voltooi sy proefskrif oor Spreuke 1−9 met die titel ‘Spreuke, Wysheid en Lewe’ en ontvang die DD-graad in 1981 van die Universiteit van Pretoria. In die proefskrif ondersoek hy die probleem dat die Wysheidsliteratuur aanvanklik nie in Ou-Testamentiese teologie ’n plek gevind het nie en ook net gedeeltelik in die kanon van die Bybel ingesluit is. Wysheidsperspektiewe is tradisioneel nie in Ou-Testamentiese teologiese modelle ingesluit nie. Tussen 1984 en 1987 publiseer professor Venter vier artikels oor Spreuke. Die versameling Spreuke 1−9 is van die jongste materiaal in die Judees-Christelike Bybel. Daarom fokus sy navorsing op die geskiedenis van kanonvorming. Die ondersoek sluit geskrifte uit die Tweede Tempel tydperk (515 v.C. − 70 n.C.) in. Hierdie geskrifte en in die besonder die boeke van die derde gedeelte van die Ou Testament, ‘die Geskrifte’, word die fokus van sy navorsing. Die eerste fase van sy navorsing het oor literatuur uit die vroeë Tweede Tempel tydperk (die sesde en vyfde eeu v.C.) gegaan en drie artikels oor Esra-Nehemia het die lig gesien. Die boek Daniël uit die tweede eeu v.C. is een van die jongste boeke in die Ou-Testamentiese kanon. Derhalwe verskuif die fokus van Venter se navorsing na die tweede en derde eeu van die latere Tweede Tempel tydperk om die boek Daniël te dek, asook kontemporêre literatuur wat nie deel van die kanon was en ook nie in die Masoretiese Hebreeuse Bybel ingesluit is nie. In 10 artikels oor kanonisiteit ondersoek hy die proses waardeur Bybelse materiaal in of uit die kanon gesluit is, asook die probleme wat met hierdie proses verband hou. Meer onlangs publiseer professsor Venter 11 artikels oor die boek Daniël, asook 10 artikels oor die apokriewe en pseudepigrafiese literatuur. Met sy werk oor die boek Daniël en literatuur uit die Tweede Tempel tydperk maak hy ’n bydrae tot plaaslike en internasionale kongresse waar hy voordragte lewer oor die boek Daniël asook die apokriewe of pseudepigrafiese literatuur. Hy hou lesings oor Daniël by kongresse van die Society of Biblical Literature (SBL) in Münster in 1993, in San Antonia in 2004, in Rome in 2009, by ’n byeenkoms van die International Organization for the Study of the Old Testament in Basel in 2001 en by die Colloquium Biblicum Lovaniensis in Leuven in 2002. In Suid-Afrika lewer hy verskeie voordragte oor Daniël tydens byeenkomste van die Ou-Testamentiese Werkgemeenskap van Suid-Afrika. In 2012, die jaar waarin hy uittree as Professor in Ou-Testamentiese Wetenskap en Departementshoof van Ou-Testamentiese Wetenskap, word Pieter Venter deur die Nasionale Navorsingstigting van Suid-Afrika gegradeer. Die navorsingsuitsette wat hierdie gradering tot gevolg gehad het word in die bylaag hieronder gelys.
Prof. Dr A.G. van Aarde 
Redakteur: HTS Teologiese Studies
Prof. Dr Y. Dreyer
Mede-redakteur: HTS Teologiese Studies














In honour of Pieter M. Venter






This dedication honours Professor Pieter Venter for his contribution to Old Testament studies. Professor Venter retired in 2012. He obtained the degree BA Honours in Semitic languages (1969) and the degree BD in Theology (1971 with distinction) from the University of Pretoria. He received the Nico Prinsloo award for Old Testament Studies in his second BD year. In 1974 he registered for part-time doctoral studies. He completed his comprehensive examinations in the fields of Old Testament Studies, New Testament Studies and Science of Religion in 1979. His DD thesis, titled ‘Proverbs, Wisdom and Life’ was on Proverbs 1−9. The University of Pretoria conferred the degree on him in 1981. His thesis addressed the problem that Wisdom literature was initially ignored by Old Testament theology and only partially included in the biblical canon. Subsequently, sapient perspectives were traditionally not included in Old Testament theological models. Between 1984 and 1987 Professor Venter published four articles on Proverbs. Because the collection of material in Proverbs 1−9 forms part of the later writings included in the Judeo-Christian Bible, his research focused on the history of canon formation. This investigation included writings that originated during the Second Temple period (515 BCE − 70 CE). These writings, and especially the books of the third section of the canonical Old Testament called ‘the Writings’, became the focus of his research interest. The first phase of his research was on literature from the earlier stages of the Second Temple period (the 6th and 5th centuries BCE) and he published three articles on Ezra-Nehemiah. The book of Daniel, from the 2nd century BCE, is one of the latest books included in the biblical canon. Venter’s research shifted to the third and second centuries of the later Second Temple period to include the book of Daniel and contemporary literature that was not part of the canon and was also not included in the Masoretic Hebrew Bible. He investigated the process of the inclusion and exclusion of material in the biblical canon in 10 articles and the problems arising from this enterprise. More recently Professor Venter published 11 articles on the book of Daniel and 10 articles on apocryphal and pseudepigraphic literature. Venter contributed to local and international conferences with his work on the book of Daniel and Second Temple literature, where he presented papers on the book of Daniel and apocryphal or pseudepigraphic literature. He read papers on Daniel at conferences of the Society of Biblical Literature in Munster in 1993, in San Antonia in 2004 and in Rome in 2009, at a meeting of the International Organization for the Study of the Old Testament in Basel in 2001 and at the Colloquium Biblicum Lovaniensis in Leuven in 2002. In South Africa he read several papers on Daniel at meetings of the Old Testament Society of South Africa. In 2012, the year of his retirement as Professor of Old Testament Studies and Head of the Department of Old Testament Studies, Pieter Venter received scholarly rating from the National Research Foundation of South Africa. The research output that contributed to his rating is listed in the appendix below.
Prof. Dr A.G. van Aarde 
Editor: HTS Theological Studies
Prof. Dr Y. Dreyer
Associate editor: HTS Theological Studies
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